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PARKS  AND  RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1969 


Boston,  December  31,  1969. 

Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  Section  15  of  Chapter  185,  Acts 
of  1875,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  here- 
with submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  1969. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  D.  Warner, 
Joseph  E.  Curtis, 

Chairmen,  Board  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  Commissioners. 

K.  C.  Jones, 
Frederick  A.  Meagher, 
J.  Leo  McCarthy, 
James  P.  Sullivan, 
Simon  C.  Fireman, 

A  ssoc iate  Co  m  m  iss  ion  ers . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  DepartiiieiiL  of  Parks  and  Recreation  had  its 
beginning  with  the  appointment  of  the  first  Board  of 
Park  Connnissioners  on  July  8,  1875,  under  the  title 
"Park  Department."  The  Board  consisted  of  three 
meml)ers  who  served  without  compensation.  As  thus 
constituted,  the  department  continued  up  to  1913,  when 
by  provision  of  Chapter  10,  Ordinances  of  1912,  it  was 
merged  with  the  Pubhc  Grounds,  Bath  and  Music  De- 
partments, under  the  name  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Department.  The  Connnissioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  three  years,  one  term  expiring 
each  year.  The  Chairman  was  a  paid  city  official,  in 
charge  of  the  operation  of  the  department.  The  other 
tw  o  memi)ers  served  without  compensation. 

In  1920  the  Cemetery  Department  was  merged  with 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  and  the  title  was 
changed  to  Park  Department.  On  May  1,  1954,  the 
Department  became  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  2,  Ordinances  of 
1954.  The  Board  of  Parks  and  Recreation  Commis- 
sioners w  as  increased  to  five  members. 

Under  the  latest  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  becomes  the  active  head  of  the 
department  with  power  of  authority  far  beyond  that 
which  existed  when  the  Board  consisted  of  three  mem- 
bers (Section  36-42,  inclusive.  Chapter  2,  Ordinances 
of  1954).  The  Connnissioners  meet  as  required  on  call 
from  the  Chairman. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  approximately  2,300  acres  of  parks 
and  playgrounds.  Included  in  this  area  are  the  follow- 
ing facilities:  a  general  office  building;  125  playgrounds 
and  play  areas,  47  of  which  have  field  houses;  20  parks, 
large  and  small;  2  service  yards  containing  offices, 
mechanics'  shops,  storehouse,  and  garage;  a  recreation 
offiice  building;  13  indoor  recreation  centers;  16  public 
bathhouses;  2  public  golf  courses  (18  holes)  both  with 
clubhouses;  3  public  bathing  beaches  with  bathhouses 
in  which  are  2  solaria;  4  swimming  pools  (2  indoor  and 
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2  outdoor)  and  4  portable  pools;  82  public  squares; 
16  greenhouses;  19  cemeteries  (3  active,  16  inactive  or 
historic);  108  miles  of  parkways,  driveways,  walks,  and 
paths;  131  acres  of  ponds  and  rivers;  and  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  all  trees  on  city  streets,  parks,  and  play- 
grounds (1966  statistics). 

The  department  organizes,  promotes,  and  conducts  a 
city-wide  recreation  program  for  all  age  groups  with 
special  emphasis  on  youth  programs. 

This  report  summarizes  briefly  the  efforts  of  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Cormnission  and  the  staff  of  the  de- 
partment to  maintain  a  high  standard  in  essential  services 
and  to  expand  the  facilities  of  our  park  system  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  department  within  our  appropriation 
allowances. 

In  this  report  there  is  no  particular  attention  given 
to  the  extensive  maintenance  responsibilities  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department.  Reference  to  the 
introductory  section  of  this  report  will  indicate  the  large 
number  of  areas,  buildings,  etc.,  that  require  most  of 
the  time  of  our  staff.  It  should  be  apparent  that  much 
of  our  appropriation  is  expended  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  parks,  gardens,  park  and  recrea- 
tion buildings,  mechanics'  shops,  golf  courses,  ceme- 
teries, etc.  Proper  maintenance  is  the  key  to  efficient 
service.  We  are  confining  this  report  to  major  work 
accomplished  in  1969,  all  of  which  is  substantially  out- 
side the  area  of  general  maintenance. 

Recreation  Program 

During  1969,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department 
focused  its  efforts  on  two  dimensions  of  its  recreation 
program :  expansion  of  existing  programs  and  introduction 
of  new  sports  and  special-events  programs. 

As  in  the  past,  softball,  baseball,  handball,  and  football 
leagues,  of  up  to  3,000  individual  participants  each,  have 
been  sponsored  by  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department 
during  the  appropriate  seasons;  both  adults  and  the  young 
take  part  in  these  sports  at  our  departmental  facihties. 
The  department  also  maintains  two  golf  courses,  one  of 


4 


City  Document  No.  16 


which  is  the  oldest  public  course  in  the  country,  and  runs 
a  junior  golf  program  of  instruction  for  youngsters  on 
these  facilities.  On  a  city-wide  basis,  the  department 
playgrounds  and  many  school  yards  are  staffed  during  the 
summer  months  to  provide  an  organized  recreational 
program  for  city  youngsters. 

The  scope  of  facilities  and  activities  was  expanded  in 
several  sports  and  special-events  programs  during  1969. 
The  saihng  and  boating  programs  moved  indoors  from 
Jamaica  Pond  for  instruction  and  certification  of  almost 
150  youngsters  during  the  winter  months;  such  prepara- 
tion was  offered  in  anticipation  of  an  expanded  boating 
program  during  the  summer.  Swimming  instruction  and 
competition  were  also  offered  during  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  Likewise,  Boston's  pioneer  program  for  the  physi- 
cally and  mentally  handicapped  extended  its  services  to 
these  individuals  during  the  winter  months  to  include 
indoor  recreation  sports  and  handicraft  programs  at 
Curtis  Hall;  during  the  summer  months  four  playgrounds 
in  various  districts  expanded  their  facilities  to  offer 
special  programs  for  the  handicapped.  Through  Mayor 
Kevin  H.  White's  Golden  Age  Club,  for  the  first  time, 
the  department  offered  the  senior  citizens  a  much-needed, 
organized  break  from  the  city  environment.  Day-long 
bus  tours  emanating  from  the  seven  Golden  Age  centers 
took  these  citizens  on  thirty  excursions  to  seashore  areas 
and  to  special  events  such  as  the  Mayor's  Picnic.  For 
the  second  summer,  similar  bus  tours  were  extended  to 
the  youngsters  of  Boston;  the  excursions  started  from  the 
playgrounds  and  offered  a  day,  under  the  supervision  of 
recreation  leaders,  at  various  local  reservations  with 
swimming  facilities  nearby  or  at  the  zoo. 

At  least  four  new  important  sports  programs  were 
added  to  the  growing  list  of  recreation  offerings  this  year. 
The  Boston  Neighborhood  Hockey  League  was  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  of  these,  with  at  least  500  youngsters 
from  twelve  neighborhoods  participating  in  the  league 
for  the  first  time.  Likewise,  the  Boston  Neighborhood 
Basketball  Association  (BNBA)  was  specifically  extended 
to  the  neighborhoods;  at  this  level,  the  BNBA  enlisted 
both  support  and  participation  of  at  least  1,600  youngsters 
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and  adults.  Free  instruction  clinics  throughout  the  city 
and  a  league  were  also  developed  for  the  tennis  program, 
and  tennis  facilities  were  added  at  both  Cassidy  and 
Ringer  Playgrounds  for  public  use.  Finally,  a  track 
program  was  reestablished  on  a  city-wide  basis  for  both 
boys  and  girls,  and  two  track  meets  were  held  last  sum- 
mer. In  addition,  Boston  hosted  the  Atlancic  Richfield- 
Jesse  Owens  Intercity  Track  and  Field  Competition  this 
year. 

Various  special  events  presented  by  the  department 
and  /or  its  affiliate,  Summerthing,  rounded  out  the  recre- 
ation program  in  1969.  The  Parks  and  Recreation  De- 
partment's first  Franklin  Park  Kite  Festival  rewarded  the 
creative  kite  designer  and  kite  flyer  in  Boston,  while 
Frisbie  and  Hoola  Hoop  contests  on  the  Boston  Common 
drew  on  other  talents  of  the  participants.  Boy  Scouts 
spent  a  day  of  musical  entertainment,  exposure  to  thor- 
oughbred horses,  and  physical  fitness  exhibitions  at 
Suffolk  Downs.  For  the  second  year,  Summerthing  took 
musical,  theatre,  films,  planting,  and  handicraft  programs 
to  many  of  the  city  neighborhood  playgrounds  and  streets 
and  once  again  presented  these  programs  to  the  local 
children  in  an  innovative  fashion. 

The  diversity  of  programs  available  to  both  youngsters 
and  adults  in  the  city  has  continued  to  expand  in  the  areas 
of  both  active  and  leisure  recreation.  The  department 
looks  forward  to  balancing  the  newly  enlarged  sports 
programs  with  even  greater  offerings  in  special  events 
in  1970. 

Major  Construction  Improvements  to  Parks  and 
Recreation  Facilities  in  1969 

Boston  Proper:  Concrete  curbing  and  benches  were  in- 
stalled around  the  Frog  Pond  and  drainage  lines  cleaned 
on  the  Common,  $69,420.  Trimming  of  trees  and  dis- 
posal of  dead  and  diseased  trees  in  the  City  of  Boston 
removed  a  potential  danger  to  both  pedestrian  and 
motorist,  $2,500.   Total  —  $71,920. 

Back  Bay  Fens:  Construction  and  improvements  to 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department  faciHties  in  this  locale 
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focused  on  urban  beautification  efforts  and  totaled 
$289,195.  Trees  were  planted  around  the  new  Copley 
Square  in  the  final  stage  of  reconstruction  and  beautifica- 
tion of  the  square,  $8,880.  The  stretch  of  the  Conmion- 
wealth  Avenue  mall  between  Clarendon  and  Fairfield 
Streets  was  landscaped  after  installation  of  a  new  sprinkler 
system,  $63,275;  benches,  a  drinking  fountain,  and  trees 
were  installed  on  the  newly  landscaped  Dartmouth  Street 
mall,  $158,745.  Repairs  were  also  made  on  Common- 
wealth Avenue  to  the  roadway,  $8,706.  Basketball  facili- 
ties and  lights  were  added  at  the  Fens  Stadium  area, 
$44,440.   Total  —  $573,241. 

Brighton:  Picnic  tables,  drinking  fountains,  trees,  and 
benches  were  installed  and  general  recreation  facility  im- 
provements made  at  Smith,  Cassidy,  and  Ringer  Play- 
grounds, $119,825.  McKinney,  Ringer,  Portsmouth 
Street,  and  Rogers  Park  Playgrounds  were  equipped  with 
baseball  facilities,  $15,063.   Total  —  $134,888. 

Charlestown:  Facilities  for  baseball  and  Softball  were 
constructed  and  equipped  at  Ryan  Playground,  $15,063. 

Dorchester:  Landscaping  improvements  were  made  to 
Dorchester  Park,  $24,613.  FaciHties  for  both  softball  and 
baseball  were  constructed  and  equipped  at  Cronin, 
Garvey,  Roberts,  and  Walsh  Playgrounds,  and  McConnell 
Park,  $24,596.   Total  —  $49,209. 

East  Boston:  At  the  American  Legion  Playground, 
reconstruction  of  the  baseball  park  included  resurfacing  of 
the  infield  and  installation  of  benches,  shrubs,  a  drinking 
fountain,  and  trees  around  the  perimeter  of  the  playing 
area,  $40,333.  FaciHties  for  softball  and  baseball  were 
equipped  at  Noyes  Playground  and  East  Boston  Stadium, 
$15,063.  Total  —  $55,396. 

Hyde  Park:  Baseball  and  softball  fields  and  equipment 
were  installed  at  Ross,  Readville,  and  Smith's  Pond  Play- 
grounds, $26,532. 

Jamaica  Plain:  Repair  work  was  started  on  roadways 
in  Franklin  Park,  $8,706.  Reconstruction  of  Parkman 
Playground  included  resurfacing  of  the  field,  planting  of 
trees  and  shrubs,  and  placing  of  benches,  $24,613.  Total 
—  $33,319. 
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Mattapan:  Recreation  facility  reconstruction  was  con- 
tracted for  at  Abnont  Street  Playground,  $24,384. 

North  End:  Major  improvements  in  leisure  recreation 
facilities  at  Charter  Street  Playground  and  DeFillipo 
Park  were  contracted  for,  $80,666.  Construction  and 
equipping  of  a  softball  area  were  also  completed  at  the 
North  End  Playground,  $16,165.   Total  —  $96,831. 

Roslindale:  Reconstruction  of  Fallon  Field  included  re- 
surfacing, planting  of  trees  and  shrubs,  and  installation 
of  benches  and  baseball  and  softball  facilities,  $30,763. 

Roxbury:  Leisure  recreation  facilities  such  as  picnic 
tables,  drinking  fountains,  and  benches  were  constructed 
at  Mission  Hill,  Howes,  and  Hannon  Playgrounds  and  at 
Orchard  Park,  892,482.  Facilities  for  softball  and  base- 
ball fields  were  constructed  and  equipped  at  Eustis, 
McLaughhn,  Mission  Hill,  and  Connolly  Playgrounds 
and  at  Orchard  Park,  816,165.   Total  —  $108,647. 

South  Boston:  Landscaping  was  contracted  for  at 
Columbus  Park,  Thomas  Park,  and  Buckley  Playground 
and  leisure  recreation  facilities  installed,  $74,760.  Soft- 
ball and  baseball  facilities  were  equipped  at  Columbus 
Park  and  Christopher  Lee  Playgrounds,  $24,596.  Total 
—  $99,356. 

South  End:  Recreation  facilities  for  baseball  and  Little 
League  were  constructed  and  equipped  at  Rotch  Play- 
ground, $16,165. 

West  Roxbury:  Recreational  facilities  for  baseball  and 
softball  plus  bleachers  and  park  seats  were  constructed  at 
Billings  Field,  Franklin  Park,  and  Draper  Playgrounds. 
$18,446. 

Cemeteries 

The  Cemetery  Division  maintains  two  types  of  ceme- 
teries in  the  city;  three  active  and  sixteen  historic  ones. 
For  the  most  part,  the  active  cemeteries  demand  the 
greater  maintenance  effort,  as  reflected  in  the  following 
list  of  expenditures  and  general  improvements  to  build- 
ings and  grounds. 
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Mount  Hope 

1.  Painting  of  the  interior  of  the  cemetery  office; 
repairing  of  the  roof;  installation  of  aluminum  windows 
and  doors;  repairing  of  porch;  and  improvements  to 
plumbing,  heating,  and  electric  wiring,  $18,085. 

2.  Painting  of  the  flagpole,  $122. 

3.  Installation  of  a  tapered  flagpole,  $1,440. 

4.  Repairing  damage  done  by  vandals  to  the  garage 
building,  $1,920. 

5.  Decoration  of  outside  Christmas  trees,  $495.95. 

6.  Development  of  new  burial  areas,  $49,950.50. 
Total  — $72,013.45. 

Fairview 

1.  Improvement  of  the  drainage  system  in  one  area, 
$1,398. 

2.  Painting  of  the  flagpole,  $122. 

3.  Reconstruction  of  the  roadway,  $16,148.56. 
Total  —  $17,668.56. 

Evergreen 

1.  Painting  of  the  flagpole,  $122. 

2.  Installation  of  a  new  heating  unit  at  the  office, 
$464.31. 

Total  —  $586.31. 

This  year  improvements  were  made  almost  exclusively 
to  those  historic  cemeteries  on  or  near  the  Freedom 
Trail. 

King's  Chapel 

1.  Removal  of  dead  trees  and  dangerous  limbs,  $1,945. 

2.  Installation  of  1,100  linear  feet  of  chain  fencing 
along  walkways  and  relocation  of  headstones  away  from 
the  walkways,  $1,726.56. 

3.  Repairing  and  painting  of  a  black  wrought-iron 
fence,  $489.81. 

Total  — $4,161.37. 
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Granary 

1.  Installation  of  1,600  linear  feet  of  chain  fencing 
along  walkways  and  relocation  of  headstones  away  from 
walkways,  $1,726.56. 

2.  Improvements  to  Peter  Faneuil  Tomb,  $1,034. 
Total  —  $2,760.56. 

Copp's  Hill 

Painting  of  the  flagpole,  $122. 

Phipps  Street 

Construction  of  a  concrete  wall,  $1,966.14. 

Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  January  1  to 
December  31,  1969 

Parks,  Gardens,  Squares 


Adams,  Irving,  Park   $6,966  58 

Arnold  Arboretum   1,274  60 

Back  Bay  District   2,127  05 

Back  Bay  Garage   4,098  55 

Back  Bay  Yard   81,714  65 

Boston  Common  Ball  Park   1,11156 

Boston  Common  Bandstand   2,397  29 

Boston  Common  Convenience  Stations       .      .  6,697  31 

Boston  Common  Deer  Park,  Tool  House     .      .  3,380  26 

Boston  Common  Frog  Pond   10,584  45 

Boston  Common  Grounds   109,014  54 

Boston  Common  Tennis  Courts     ....  1,475  10 

Boylston  Street  Subway  Telephone  Booth  .      .  369  92 

Brigham  Circle   670  00 

Brighton  District   47,358  31 

Charlestown  District   50,515  99 

Christmas  Festival   8,466  34 

Columbus  Park   113,321  37 

Columbus  Park  Stadium   22,728  30 

Commonwealth  Avenue   22,744  75 

Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall   16,540  00 

Commonwealth  Avenue  Underpass      .      .      .  320  92 

Concord  Square   667  17 

Copley  Square   24,719  97 

Copp's  Hill   3,399  91 

Cummings,  Mary  P.  C,  Estate     ....  785  73 

Dartmouth  Street   125,561  50 

Devine,  William  J.,  Golf  Course    ....  64,179  27 

Dorchester  Heights   7,082  29 

East  Boston  District   31,818  96 

East  Boston  Stadium   38,577  17 
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Fens  Rose  Garden   $28,948  26 

Fens  Stadium   21,981  89 

Franklin  Park  Administration  Buildings,  Shops, 

Yards,  Etc   350,417  68 

Franklin  Park  Blacksmith  Shop    ....  899  32 

Franklin  Park  Boat  Locker  and  Boat  Shop        .  10,646  62 

Franklin  Park  Canvas  Shop   1,031  01 

Franklin  Park  Carpenter  Shop      ....  33,488  19 

Frankhn  Park  Garage   145,172  48 

Franklin  Park  Greenhouse   163,192  86 

Franklin  Park  Grounds   57,712  15 

Franklin  Park  La>yn  ]\Io>yer  Shop        .      .      .  45,552  93 

Franklin  Park  Paint  Shop   104,936  07 

Franklin  Park  Playhouse   545  90 

Franklin  Park  Plumber  Shop   4,237  58 

Franklin  Park  Refectory  Building        .      .      .  4,609  83 

Franklin  Park  Repair  Shops   75,006  58 

Franklin  Park  Storehouse   47,527  61 

Frankhn  Park  Tree  Nursery   11,138  45 

Franklin  Square   2,123  00 

Gardner  Street   6,361  83 

Harris.  Horatio,  Park   5,712  28 

Harvard  Mall   7,712  44 

Jamaica  Pond   2,230  61 

Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse   1,297  08 

Kenmore  and  Charlesgate   190  85 

La  Favette  Mall   484  80 

Madison  Park   122  98 

Mozart  Street   6,424  45 

New  Citv  Hall  Plaza   170  00 

North  End  Prado   22,702  02 

Orchard  Park   2,217  65 

Parkman  Plaza   4,836  51 

Parks  and  Roadways   7,377  05 

Parks  and  Squares,  General   8,104  16 

Pembroke  Street   193  42 

Plympton  Court   468  65 

Portsmouth  Street   1,046  62 

Preble  Street  Traffic  Circle   450  73 

Prescott  Square   4,953  25 

Pubhc  Garden   48,845  15 

Revere,  Paul,  .Mall   414  54 

Ringgold  Street,  Corner  of  Hanson  Street    .      .  960  84 

Roxbury  District   33,148  29 

Small  Parks  and  Squares   19,445  79 
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South  Boston-Dorchester  District 
Sumner  Street  and  Lawson  Street 
West  End  District  . 
West  Roxbury  District  . 
Wright,  George,  Golf  Course  . 


Playgrounds 

Alford  Street  Playground 
Almont  Street  Playground 

Amattuci  Field  

American  Legion  Playground  . 
Barry  Playground  .... 

Billings  Field  

Boston  Common  Playland 
Carter,  Wilham  E.,  Playground 
Cassidy,  Walter,  Playground  . 
Ceylon  Street  Playground 
Charter  Street  Playground 
Cronin,  James  F.,  Playground 
DeFillippo  Playground  . 
Doherty,  John  A.,  Playground 
Dorchester  Park  .... 
Draper,  Mary,  Playground 
Eustis,  William,  Playground  . 
Fallon  Field  Playground  . 

Frankhn  Field  

Garvey,  William  H.,  Playground  . 
Gibson,  Christopher,  Playground  . 
Healy,  James  F.,  Playground  . 
Hemenway,  Mary,  Playground 
Hynes  Playground  .... 
Jefferson  Playground 
Lee,  Christopher,  Playground 
Lee,  Joseph,  Playground  . 
London  and  Decatur  Play  Area 
McCarthy,  Leo  F.,  Playground 
McConnell  Park  Playground  . 
McLaughlin,  Joseph  D.,  Playground 
McLean,  Arthur,  Playground 
Mission  Hill  Playground  . 
Murphy,  John  W.,  Playground 
Murray  Playground  .... 
Noyes,  John  H.  L.,  Playground 
O'Day,  Thomas,  Playground  . 
Parker  Hill  Playground  . 
Parkman,  Francis,  Playground 
Playgrounds,  General 
Polcari  Playground  .... 


$22,506  39 

1,876  29 

10,608  91 

12,323  21 

156,084  87 


$2,309,109  88 


$141  69 
38,690  48 
470  00 
106,481  11 

9,790  46 
21,756  23 

3,216  40 
15,951  33 
42,839  47 

9,769  31 
30,333  00 
14,171  33 
38,753  37 
15,322  24 
14,997  16 
12,110  35 

8,410  33 
75,862  84 
47,645  68 

3,950  53 

3,256  00 
19,419  99 
22,888  91 

5,341  00 
21,502  24 
18,425  90 
64,980  56 

1,936  44 

5,630  57 
10,258  83 
459  36 

4,829  50 

7,984  96 
22,514  76 
15,103  79 
13,470  88 

7,053  57 

7,064  22 
32,000  99 
141,718  58 

1,675  00 
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Readville  Playground   $1,855  12 

Ringer,  Stanley  A.,  Playground     ....  23,210  33 

Roberts,  Thomas  J.,  Playground   ....  18,937  64 

Rogers  Park  Playground   19,547  46 

Ronan  Park  Playground   16,264  38 

Ross,  Wesley,  Playground   7,430  33 

Rotch,  Lester  J.,  Playground   4,578  19 

Ryan,  John  J.,  Playground   20,367  30 

Smith  Pond  Playground   7,353  55 

Smith,  William  F.,  Playground      ....  36,450  93 

Summerthing   199,737  98 

Union  Street  Playground   1,900  80 

Walker,  George  H.,  Playground    ....  6,268  03 

Walsh,  WilHam  G.,  Playground     ....  12,986  55 


$1,315,067  95 


Recreation  Division  —  Administration  .  $985,181  66 


Raths,  Reaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers 

Rath  Administration   $6,966  50 

Rath,  General   9,023  87 

Cabot  Street  Rath,  Pool,  Center    ....  91,867  77 

Charlestown  Pool  (Outdoor)   90,606  02 

Curtis  Hall  Rath,  Pool,  Center      ....  3,650  27 

Hyde  Park  Ruilding   413  24 

L  Street  Rathhouse  and  Reach      ....  248,231  62 

North  Rennet  Street  Rath  Center  ....  90,867  46 

North  End  Park  Reach,  Rath,  and  Pool  (Outdoor)  119,282  18 

Paris  Street  Rath  Center   45,485  04 

RosHndale  Gym   11,062  79 

Tobin  Ruilding  Center   12,423  68 

Williams,  John  J.,  Rath  Center     ....  106  71 


Total  $729,987  15 


General  Expenses 

Central  Offices— Administration    ....  $368,308  04 

Street  Trees   287,494  29 

Automobiles,  Tractors,  Trucks,  Etc.     .      .      .  259,902  00 


Total  $915,704  33 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department  1^ 


Recapitulation 


Parks,  Gardens,  Squares  $2,185,891  25 

Playgrounds   790,746  92 

Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers  .      .  686,566  24 

Recreation  Division,  Administration     .      .      .  979,854  28 

General  Expenses   628,048  43 

Equipment   111,630  67 

Repairs  to  Buildings  and  Structures     .      .      .  22,937  91 

Park  and  Playground  Improvements,  Etc.  .      .  772,556  77 

Planting  and  Replacement  of  Trees      .      .      .  76,818  50 


Total  $6,255,050  97 


14 


City  Document  No.  16 


Expenditures  of  Revenue  and  Nonrevenue,  Special  Appropriation 
and  Trust  Funds,  January  1,  1969,  to  December  31,  1969 


Improvement  of  Boston  Common 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income 


$6,232  50 
5,211  03 
2,488  55 

$13,932  08 


CASH  RECEIPTS 
For  Twelve  Months  Ending  December  31,  1969 
Park  Division 


William  J.  Devine  Golf  Course 

George  Wright  Golf  Course  .... 

Permits  for  signs,  openings,  etc.  . 

Commissions  on  public  telephones  in  Park 
Department  buildings  .... 

Settlement  of  claims  for  damages  . 

Miscellaneous  

Reimbursement  from  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  (mentally  retarded  and 
physically  handicapped  children's  sum- 
mer recreation  program) 

Towel  income  from  George  Wright  Golf 
Clubhouse  

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts — B.O.R 
Program  (50%  federal  grant) 

Rentals  from  property  and  concessions 

Boston  Common  Tree  Fund,  income  . 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income 

Babcock  Music  Fund,  income 

Foss  Flag  Fund,  income  .... 

Foss  17th  of  June  Fund,  income  . 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income 


$16,951  50 
55,501  00 
209  00 

5,673  14 
775  00 
30  28 


14,338  95 

55  00 

52,479  98 
11,831  43 
221  94 
2,606  39 
153  51 
123  41 
123  41 
7,551  10 


$168,625  04 


Bath  Division 


Income  from  solarium 


$1,133  75 


1,133  75 


$169,758  79 


Above  receipts  were  credited  as  follows: 

General  Revenue  $158,979  03 

Trust  Funds,  income      ....        10,779  76 


$169,758  79 
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William  J.  Devine  Golf  Course 
1969 

Opening  Date,  April  18.    Closing  Date,  December  1^. 
A-ttciidfliicG 

Annual  Permits,  134  at  $50    .                  .      .  $6,700  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  16  at  $3.50       .      .  56  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  1,816  at  $2.50    .      .  4,540  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  35  at  S2.50     .  87  50 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  2,382  at  $2.00.  4,764  00 

Twilight  Permits,  536  at  $1.50      .      .      .      .  804  00 


Total  $16,951  50 


George  Wright  Golf  Course 
1969 

Opening  Date,  April  18.    Closing  Date,  December  1^. 

Attendance   — 

Annual  Permits,  371  at  S75   $27,825  00 

Annual  Permits,  4  at  $150    600  00 

W  eekend-Hohday  Permits,  1  at  $6       ...  6  00 

Weekend-HoHday  Permits,  3,852  at  $3       .      .  11,556  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  33  at  $3  .      .  99  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  5,498  at  $2.50  13,745  00 

Lockers,  334  at  |5    1,670  00 


Total  $55,501  00 


Attendance  Records 
1969 

Playgrounds,  Shower  Baths,  Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools, 
Gymnasiums 

Playgrounds,  Summer  Attendance       .      .      .  8,500,000 

Playgrounds,  Winter  Attendance  (Skating)        .  4,280,000 

Shower  Baths   106,000 

Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools       ....  720,000 

Solarium   4,062 

Gymnasiums  Class  and  Individual  Attendance  .  418,000 


Total   14,028,062 


16 


City  Document  No.  16 


PARKS   AND    RECREATION   DEPARTMENT  — 
CEMETERY  DIVISION 

The  following  annual  report  is  presented  for  the 
Cemetery  Division  from  January  1,  1969,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1969. 

Department  Cemeteries 

The  burying  grounds,  cemeteries,  and  tombs  which 
are  owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as 
follows,  with  a  total  area  of  about  7,040,708  square  feet: 

Square  Estab- 


Feet  lished 

Bennington  Street,  East  Boston       .      .      .  157,500  1838 

Bunker  Hill,  Charlestown   48,202  1807 

Phipps  Street,  Charlestown       ....  76,740  1630 

Copps  Hill,  Hull  Street,  City  ....  89,015  1659 

Kings  Chapel,  Tremont  Street,  City      .      .  19,344  1630 

Granary,  Tremont  Street,  City  ....  82,063  1660 

Central,  Common,  City   60,693  1756 

South  End  South,  Washington  Street,  City    .  64,670  1810 

Hawes,  Emerson  Street,  South  Boston    .      .  11,232  1816 

Union,  East  Fifth  Street,  South  Boston        .  5,470  1841 

North,  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester        .      .  142,587  1633 

Eliot,  Eustis  Street,  Roxbury   ....  34,830  1630 

South,  Dorchester  Avenue,  Dorchester    .      .  95,462  1814 

Westerly,  Centre  Street,  West  Roxbury  .      .  39,450  1683 

Walter  Street,  West  Roxbury     .      .      .      .  35,100  1711 

Evergreen,  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Brighton  .  604,520  1848 

Market  Street,  Brighton   18,072  1764 

Mount  Hope,  Walk  Hill  Street,  125  acres  and 

14,330  square  feet   1851 

Fairvieiv,  Fairview  Avenue,  Hyde  Park,  about 

50  acres   1892 


City  Tombs 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Ground;  six  in  Phipps  Street 
Ground,  Charlestown;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South  Ground; 
one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in  Copp's  Hill  Ground; 
one  for  adults  and  one  for  infants  in  the  Granary  Ground ;  one 
for  infants  in  King's  Chapel  Ground;  one  for  infants  in  the 
Central  Ground;  two  receiving  tombs  in  East  Boston;  one 
receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Dorchester  South;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 
Brighton;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery;  and 
one  receiving  tomb  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 
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Cemetery  Division  Receipts,  January  1  to 
December  31,  1969 


Cemeteries 

General 
Receipts 

Perpetual 

Care 
Receipts 

Interest  on 
Perpetual 
Care 

$128,850  00 

$36,880  00 

$43,458  55 

28,720  00 

13,605  00 

14,904  17 

26,987  50 

13,882  50 

19,493  95 

160  00 

— 

547  72 

— 

— 

162  95 

Central  

— 

— 

151  80 

Cnnn't  Hill 

151  79 

151  80 

151  80 

195  70 

Bunker  Hill  

14  30 

1  50 

Totals  

$184,717  50 

$64,367  50 

$79,386  03 

Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1968  $5,741,757  11 
Interest,  General  Fund,  1969            .   S230,262  14 
Revenue  (General  Receipts),  1969     .     192,232  60 

  422,494  74 


$6,164,251  85 


Payments  from  Fund  During  1969 : 

Accrued  Interest  on  Securities  Pur- 
chased   

Refund  $185  00 

Transfer  to  Appropriation    .      .      .     507,661  39 

  507,846  39 


Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31, 1969  .  $5,656,405  46 
Total,  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  December  31,  1969     .      .       1,798,369  38 


Total  Cemetery  Funds 


$7,454,774  84 
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Summary  Statement  of  Cemetery  Activities 
January  1  to  December  31,  1969 


Interments 

Lots  Sold 

Graves  Sold 

Lots  in 

Perpetual  Care 

Graves  in 

Perpetual  Care 

Lots  in 

Annual  Care 

Foundations 
Built 

Preparing 
and  Planting 

Various  Orders 

1,521 
236 
216 

2 

277 
20 
17 

23 
46 
74 

11,148 
1,296 
1,364 
2 
1 
1 
1 

2,116 
1,990 
3,669 

254 
71 

77 

6 

1 

Evergreen  

1 

I 

1 

Totals  

1,975 

314 

143 

13,813 

7,775 

1 

402 

7 

Cemetery  Division  Expenditures  for  Maintenance 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1969 


Office   $24,905  10 

Mount  Hope   342,598  95 

Fairview   79,391  37 

Evergreen   52,955  05 

Dorchester  North   12,645  77 

Dorchester  South   7,661  72 

Granary   10,093  90 

King's  Chapel   6,493  54 

Central   2,365  35 

Phipps  Street   5,843  55 

Bunker  Hill   3,771  57 

Bennington  Street   7,865  57 

Eliot  Street   3,640  07 

South  End  South   3,640  07 

Copp's  Hill   12,321  42 

Market  Street       .......  249  00 

Hawes  and  Emerson   207  20 

Westerly   155  40 

Parks  and  Recreation   28,192  43 


$604,997  03 
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